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Arise, shine, for your Light has come; and the Glory of the Lord has risen upon you! Amen. 

 

Dear Baptized, 

 

The direction of our knowledge about the gracious and loving LORD God Almighty is from above 

to us below. We could not ascend to Him. Rather, He has descended to us. Jesus spoke this truth 

when He said, "No one has ascended into heaven but He Who descended from heaven, the Son of 

Man" (John 3:13). God must come to us for surely there is none capable or qualified of going to 

Him. Certainly there is no one among the sons and daughters of Adam and Eve who is - of himself 

or of herself - holy, pure, perfectly clean to enter into the Presence of the LORD God. "Nothing 

unclean shall enter it" (Revelation 21:27). 

 

It is God's desire that all people be cleansed of their sin, forgiven of their trespasses and with Him 

forever. Since no one can earn the way or merit the inheritance or cover the debt, the Holy Trinity 

has. God's merciful and benevolent revelation of Himself is primarily through the Word, the second 

person of the Trinity, the Son of God. The Father sends His Son. The Holy Ghost bears witness to 

the Son. Jesus comes to the world to be the Way for all to enter into eternity with Him. This will not 

be easy for Him and it is not easy for us. However, even on His way to the cross to shed His Blood 

and give His Life for all people of all times, God provides a revelation of Himself on a mountain 

above that gives hope for His disciples in the valley below. 

 

On this Transfiguration Sunday, we are privileged, via the Word of God, specifically Mark 9:2-9, to 

join Peter, James and John in beholding ... 

 

... "The Transfiguration's Revelations" 

 

"And after six days Jesus took with Him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain 

apart by themselves; and He was transfigures before them, and His garments became glistening, 

intensely white, as no fuller on earth could bleach them. And there appeared to them Elijah with 

Moses; and they were talking with Jesus. And Peter said to Jesus, ‘Master, it is well that we are here; 

let us make three booths, one for You and one for Moses and one for Elijah.' For He did not know 

what to say, for there were exceedingly afraid. And a cloud overshadowed them, and a Voice came 

out of the cloud, ‘This is My Beloved Son; listen to Him.' And suddenly looking around they no 

longer saw any one with them but Jesus only. And as they were coming down the mountain, He 

charged them to tell no one what they had seen, until the Son of Man should have risen from the 

dead." 

 

Thus far the Word of the LORD our God. 

 

1. First, on the Mount of the Transfiguration, consider the Revelation of Moses, the man called by 



41009002 Mark 9 2-9 The Transfigurations Revelations (MLM) – page 2 

www.scholia.net 

God to bring the message of God's Law to the people. That is the Word that Moses was given from 

above and which he brought ... the Ten Commandments. "The Law was given through Moses" (John 

1:17). In the Law, God's declaration is one of "Thou shalt" and "Thou shalt not." There are no 

exceptions and there is no mercy for anyone who breaks any of the commandments of God. The 

violation of one commandment, ever for a brief moment, is enough to condemn a person to an 

eternity of condemnation. One thought that is not godly is enough for such a fearful punishment. The 

message of the Law is required perfection with no second chance and no forgiveness. 

 

If you or I were able to do that - if any one is able to keep the Law of God perfectly, as well be rid of 

the old sinful nature - then there is Paradise. But salvation by the Law is a dream - it can never 

happen. For "if it is the adherents of the Law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is 

void. For the Law brings wrath" (Romans 4:14-15a).  

 

But behold! Look at Moses on the Mount of Transfiguration! Though the Lord had called Moses 

unto his eternal rest centuries before, here was Moses in his glorified body. He is glorified and holy 

and pure. However, Moses is not that way because he did not sin and because he kept God's Law 

perfectly. Rather, God gave Moses the gift of faith and Moses trusted the LORD. Therefore, dear 

baptized, neither Moses nor the Law is our Savior ... "but Jesus only." 

 

2. Second, on the Mount of the Transfiguration, consider the Revelation of Elijah. Elijah, like 

Moses, is a God's prophet come to declare the Law and the Gospel. From Elijah there is the message 

of the LORD his God. It is the Word of warning to all who do not have the LORD as their God, but 

who substitute or permit or acknowledge or tolerate a god like Baal, Dagan, money, fame, Isis, the 

Islamic god, power, self, Vishnu or a legion of others. With Elijah we recognize that the LORD 

wants Himself to be our God, and, that He will neither accept, permit nor tolerate any others in His 

place or in His Presence. Again that is Law and that is a part of Elijah's proclamation. 

 

There is another Word .. a message of hope and promise and forgiveness and salvation and life. 

There is the widow's dead son who is raised back to life by the Lord through the Word of the 

prophet. In Elijah we recognize that Jehovah does not want us to die. He desires us to live. He 

provides an inexhaustible supply of food for Elijah, the widow and her son - that is, for the called 

servant of the Word, the Church and her children. God sends the water of life to quench that which is 

parched. In announcing doom on the wicked King Ahab, the prophet proclaims victory for the 

people of God. 

 

While such a life is not easy - while Elijah did his share of complaining and fleeing, the Lord did not 

abandon him. Elijah could not go to God, but God could come down, be with, and deliver Elijah. In 

an act of pure grace and mercy the Lord's chariots of fire swung low and took Elijah to heaven. 

 

But behold! Look at Elijah on the Mount of Transfiguration! Though the Lord had called Elijah to be 

in Paradise centuries before, here was Elijah in his glorified body. He is glorified and holy and pure. 

However, Elijah is not that way because he did not sin and because he kept God's Law perfectly. 

Rather, God gave Elijah the gift of faith and Elijah trusted the LORD. Therefore, dear baptized, 

neither Elijah nor the Law is our Savior ... "but Jesus only." 

 

3. Third, on the Mount of the Transfiguration, consider the Revelation of Jesus Christ. The Apostle 

John tells us that while "the Law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 

Christ" (John 1:17). Someone greater than the temple, the prophets, Moses, the prophets and earthly 
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kings is here in this Jesus of Nazareth. Who is He? This Jesus is the Christ. "Ask ye who is this? 

Jesus Christ it is, of Sabbaoth LORD, and there's none other god." He is the Son of God and the Son 

of Man. He is Jehovah Incarnate. The Christ is truly man in order to be born under that Law which 

He has written in the hearts of each and every human being. He had to be man to be under the Law, 

to suffer and to die in our place. Jesus of Nazareth is truly God. The Savior had to be the Divine in 

order that He could be a sufficient ransom for everyone in the world. 

 

How does the Christ do this? Consider for a moment what He does that Moses and Elijah are not 

capable of doing. They stayed in heaven and were left behind in paradise when the eternal Son of 

God left the splendor of that eternal, glorious abode in order to come down into this world. Jesus 

goes down into the valley of death, suffering an unimaginable death on our behalf. He suffers hell in 

order to provide the way for us to avoid such a death. We could not come to God, so He came to us, 

reaching down into the depths with His gracious hands pierced by the nails of demanding Law. 

Those hands reach out and swing low to you and to me. The shed Blood of the Savior of the world 

cries out for our pardon. 

 

Christ comes down into the valleys of death, the streets of the poor, the lives of the soul-sick, the 

guilt-burdened and the wearied. Jesus leads his disciples up onto the mountain there to reveal to 

them the true glory which is His from everlasting to everlasting. While they are in His Presence, 

Jesus is transformed. While Moses and Elijah appeared in glory, Jesus and His garments had become 

"glistening, intensely white, as no fuller on earth could bleach them." There is no Savior "but Jesus 

only." 

 

4. Fourth, on the Mount of the Transfiguration, consider the Revelation of God the Father. As the 

three disciples of the Lord Jesus were there a great cloud overshadowed them and a Voice came out 

of the cloud. God the Father speaks, "This is My Beloved Son; listen to Him." This is said for the 

benefit of all disciples ... Peter, James and John then ... you, me and the Church now. Listen to Jesus 

and hear what He says: 

 

"Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do" (Luke 23:34). 

 

"The Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give His Life as a Ransom for many" 

(Matthew 20:27). 

 

"You are already made clean by the Word which I have spoken to you" (John 15:3). 

 

"When I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to Myself, that where I 

am you may be also" (John 14:3). 

 

"Come unto Me all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest" (Matthew 11:28). 

 

"Peace be with you. As the Father has sent Me, even so I send you. ... Receive the Holy Spirit. If you 

forgive the sins of any they are forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained" (John 19:21-

23). 

 

"Take, eat; this is My Body ... This is My Blood of the new testament, which is poured out for many 

for the forgiveness of sins" (Matthew 26:26-28). 
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"I will never leave you nor forsake you" (Hebrews 13:5). 

 

5. Fifth, on the Mount of the Transfiguration, consider the Revelation of the Word that applied to 

Peter, James and John on the day when Jesus was transfigured, but simply does not apply to us 

today. As they were coming down from the mountain, Jesus charged them to tell no one what they 

had seen - that is, not until the Lord had risen from the dead. These disciples were not to broadcast 

and bear witness to what had been revealed to them on that Transfiguration Day. 

 

Such commanded silence was for a limited time prior to the Resurrection of Jesus the Christ on 

Easter morning. But Christ is risen and the followers of Jesus are not to keep their mouths shut. 

Some are called to proclaim Christ to the world - all are called to be His witnesses throughout the 

world. The message of the Gospel has been entrusted to the Church, not to keep locked up in a safe 

or hidden under a bushel, but to be told to as we have opportunity. Why? In order that they may be 

baptized in and hear that they, like you, are forgiven of all their sins in the Name of the Father and of 

the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 


